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Letter from the Director of Sacred Music
Dear Prospective Applicant,

Thank you for your interest in the Senior Organ Scholar position at the Cathedral Basilica of
Saint Louis. It is a joy to invite you to consider spending a year immersed in the liturgical,
musical, and spiritual life of one of the Church's most remarkable cathedrals. Whether you are
completing an undergraduate degree, finishing graduate study, or discerning your next step
toward a vocation in sacred music, I hope you will see this position as more than an
apprenticeship—it is an opportunity to become part of a living tradition of beauty, prayer, and
artistic excellence.

The Cathedral Basilica is, first and foremost, a place of worship. Each day, beneath the splendor
of its magnificent mosaics and soaring domes, the Church gathers to celebrate the sacred
mysteries through reverent liturgy and music offered to the glory of God. As the mother church
of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis, the Cathedral serves as the setting for many of the
Archdiocese's most significant liturgical celebrations, drawing together clergy, faithful, and
visitors from throughout the region and beyond. Here, sacred music is never an ornament added
to the liturgy; it is an essential expression of the Church's prayer and a profound means of
proclaiming the Gospel through beauty.

For generations, the Cathedral Basilica has cultivated a musical tradition rooted in the Church's
rich patrimony—Gregorian chant, Renaissance polyphony, the great choral literature of every
age, and the finest organ repertoire all find their natural home within our liturgical life.
Alongside our Cathedral Choir, Schola Cantorum, Archdiocesan Choir, and Youth Choir, we
strive to uphold the highest artistic standards while remembering that our first calling is always
one of service to the sacred liturgy.

The Senior Organ Scholar position has been carefully designed to bridge the transition from
academic study to professional ministry. Throughout the year you will gain practical experience
in service playing, choral accompanying, liturgical planning, and the daily responsibilities of a
thriving cathedral music program. Just as importantly, you will receive individual mentoring
intended to help you develop not only as an organist, but as a thoughtful church musician whose
artistry is formed by the liturgy itself.

No university curriculum can fully replicate the experience of serving week after week in a
cathedral where the rhythm of the Church's year shapes every aspect of musical preparation.
Here you will accompany congregations in song, collaborate with gifted singers and clergy,
experience the great feasts of the liturgical calendar, and grow in confidence as you prepare for
graduate study or a professional career in sacred music. My hope is that, by the end of your year,
you will leave not only as a stronger musician, but also as a more mature liturgical artist
equipped to serve the Church wherever God may call you.

I warmly encourage you to submit an application. I would be delighted to learn more about your
musical journey and to explore how a year at the Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis might become
an important chapter in your own vocation as a church musician. Thank you again for
considering the Cathedral Basilica. I hope to welcome you personally in the near future.

Sincerely,

Andrew Kreigh
Director of Sacred Music
Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis

Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis Senior Organ Scholar Information Packet 2026-27 2



A Year as an Organ Scholar
Kaitlyn Foppe

Being an organ scholar at the Cathedral Basilica of St.
Louis has prepared me well for pursuing

my bachelor’s degree in music at the College of the Holy
Cross. I received incredible instruction

and mentorship from the music directors throughout the
college audition process, which allowed

me to audition feeling confident and prepared.

The organ scholar program went above and beyond in
showing me what it is like to be a

cathedral organist and music director. By also participating
in the Cathedral Choir, I got to see

firsthand the hard work that goes into directing and
accompanying a choir, as well as the beauty

that comes from it.

One of the best parts of this program was discovering the many responsibilities an organist has
beyond simply playing the organ. I gained valuable insight into the wide range of responsibilities
involved in being a cathedral music director, including managing organ maintenance and repair
projects, planning choir trips to Rome, finding ways to improve the sound system, and much
more.

Most importantly, I learned the skills needed to play at Mass. I’m sure that repertoire alone could
never fully prepare me for the experience of leading a congregation throughout a Mass, which is
why being part of the organ scholar program gave me such an incredible advantage before going
to college and pursuing this career. I will forever be grateful for the opportunities, mentorship,
and experience this program gave me!

Kaitlyn Foppe
High School Organ Scholar, Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis (2024-26)
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Archdiocese and Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis
Position Description Form

Position Summary

The Cathedral seeks a highly motivated recent graduate to serve as Senior Organ Scholar for a
one-year apprenticeship within its thriving cathedral music program. Designed as a bridge
between academic study and professional employment, this position offers intensive, hands-on
experience in liturgical music, organ performance, choral accompaniment, and the daily life of a
flourishing cathedral music ministry.

Whether the successful candidate plans to pursue graduate study or begin a full-time church
music career, the Senior Organ Scholar year provides meaningful professional experience,
mentoring, and opportunities to develop the musical, liturgical, and administrative skills
expected of today's cathedral musicians.

This is a very part-time position averaging no more than 16 hours per week, allowing the
scholar to supplement their income with outside employment while gaining valuable experience
in a professional cathedral setting.

Position Details

Appointment: One Year (August 1 - July 31st)

Application Deadline: June 1%

Schedule:
e Wednesdays
e Sundays
e Seclected feast days as assigned
e Opportunities to play weddings and other occasional services as assigned

Average commitment will not exceed 16 hours per week.

The position includes a modest per diem stipend appropriate to the limited weekly schedule.
Responsibilities

The Senior Organ Scholar will:

Serve as organist for the Sunday Spm Mass and other Masses as assigned.

Confidently lead congregational singing through hymnody, chant, and service music.

Accompany the Archdiocesan Youth Choir in rehearsals and liturgies.

Opportunities to accompany select choral anthems with the Cathedral Choir as assigned

and when needed.

Prepare music independently and maintain a high standard of musicianship.

o Work closely with the Director of Music and Cathedral musicians in planning and
preparing worship.

e (Gain practical experience in the day-to-day operation of a cathedral music program.

e Participate in professional mentoring designed to prepare the scholar for graduate study

or full-time employment in sacred music.
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Additional opportunities may include:

Wedding liturgies

Funerals

Recitals

Special liturgical celebrations
Administrative and music library projects

Qualifications

Applicants should have completed the final year of an undergraduate or graduate degree in
organ performance, sacred music, church music, or a closely related field immediately prior to
the appointment.

Successful candidates will demonstrate:

The ability to play an entire Catholic Mass independently.

Previous experience accompanying congregational hymnody and sung liturgy.
Facility accompanying Gregorian chant.

Prior experience accompanying choirs in rehearsal and worship.

Strong organ technique and confident service playing.

Excellent sight-reading and collaborative skills.

A wide breadth of the organ repertoire

A desire to grow as a liturgical musician through professional mentoring.

Preference will be given to candidates with experience in cathedral, collegiate, or parish music
programs.

Professional Development

The Senior Organ Scholar position is intentionally designed as an apprenticeship. Throughout
the year, the scholar will receive mentoring in areas including:

Catholic liturgy and liturgical planning

Service playing and improvisation

Choral accompanying

Organ repertoire

Rehearsal techniques

Conducting opportunities, as appropriate

Professional church music administration

Career preparation, including graduate school and professional placement

By the conclusion of the appointment, the scholar will have gained substantial real-world
experience within an active cathedral music ministry and will be well prepared for graduate
study or professional positions.

Compensation

e Monthly Per Diem of $1500.00

e Opportunities for additional compensation through weddings and other occasional
services, as available

e Professional mentoring and practical training in a cathedral music setting

Because of the limited weekly schedule, applicants are encouraged to seek additional part-time
employment that does not interfere with the schedule of the scholarship.
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Apprenticeship Outcomes

By the conclusion of the one-year appointment, the Senior Organ Scholar will have:

Developed confidence serving as the principal organist for Catholic liturgies.

Acquired substantial experience accompanying congregational hymnody, Gregorian
chant, and choral repertoire in a cathedral setting.

Worked alongside experienced cathedral musicians within a flourishing sacred music
program.

Built a diverse portfolio of service music, hymnody, organ repertoire, and
accompaniment experience suitable for professional auditions and interviews.

Gained practical experience in liturgical planning, music administration, and the
operation of a cathedral music ministry.

Received regular one-on-one mentoring from the Director of Music focused on artistic,
liturgical, and professional growth.

Developed a deeper understanding of Catholic liturgy and the role of sacred music in the
Church's worship.

Strengthened collaborative skills through work with the Archdiocesan Youth Choir,
Cathedral Choir, clergy, cantors, and other liturgical ministers.

Received individualized guidance and preparation for graduate school auditions,
competitions, and/or applications for full-time church music positions.

Completed the apprenticeship with the practical experience, confidence, and professional
references necessary to pursue advanced study or begin a successful career as a parish or
cathedral musician.

This apprenticeship is intended to bridge the transition from university study to professional
ministry by providing meaningful responsibility, expert mentorship, and immersive experience in
one of the Church's most demanding and rewarding musical environments.

About the Cathedral Music Program

The Sacred Music Program at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis is designed to preserve and
advance the Church's rich musical tradition while enhancing worship through exceptional
liturgical music. The program welcomes musicians from across the Archdiocese and offers
opportunities for participation, education, and professional development

Mission and Purpose

o The program seeks to help worshippers experience the beauty of God through
sacred music during liturgies and concerts.

o It draws on centuries of Catholic musical tradition, including Gregorian chant,
polyphony, and other sacred choral works.

Choirs and Ensembles

o The music ministry includes several ensembles:

m Cathedral Choir — a volunteer choir composed of auditioned members.

m  Schola Cantorum — the Cathedral's professional vocal ensemble
specializing in chant and polyphony, which also sings alongside the
Cathedral Choir at Sunday liturgies.

m Archdiocesan Choir — welcomes singers from parishes throughout the
Archdiocese.

m Archdiocesan Youth Choir — provides young singers (grades 4—12)
opportunities to participate in major diocesan celebrations.
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Participation Opportunities

o Singers and instrumentalists may audition to join the Cathedral Choir, Schola
Cantorum, Cathedral Instrumentalists, or Archdiocesan Choir.

o The program is open to parishioners, members of the wider Archdiocese, and
qualified professional vocalists. Auditions are by appointment.

Concert Series

o The Cathedral hosts the St. Louis Cathedral Concerts series, featuring
internationally recognized classical and sacred music artists.

o These concerts allow the public to experience world-class music in the Cathedral's
renowned acoustic setting.

Education and Development

o An Organ Scholar Program is available for talented high school and college
students interested in pursuing careers in organ performance and sacred music.

o The Cathedral also organizes events such as the Archdiocesan Musician's Mass
honoring St. Cecilia, which brings together adult, youth, and school choirs for a
festival choir experience.

Leadership

o The program is led by Andrew Kreigh, Director of Sacred Music, with support
from Associate Director of Music Benton Blasingame and Archdiocesan Youth
Choir Director Charlie Kinnison.

o The Cathedral also features Artists-in-Residence who contribute to concerts,
liturgies, and educational outreach.

Overall, the Cathedral Basilica's Sacred Music Program combines liturgical excellence,
professional artistry, community participation, and music education. Through its choirs, concert
series, youth initiatives, and training opportunities, it seeks to preserve the Catholic tradition of
sacred music while inviting singers and audiences alike to experience its spiritual and artistic
richness.

The Audition and Application Process

The Audition & Interview

Play a major organ work by J. S. Bach
Play a French or German romantic piece
Play a hymn followed by a short improvisation (suitable to cover a procession)

Play accompaniment for He Watching Over Israel - Mendelssohn, Cantique de Jean
Racine — Faure, or Magnificat or Nun Dimittis from Collegium Regale - Howells

The Application Process

Applicants are asked to prepare the following with a deadline of June 1*.

A cover letter outlining prior experience, educational background, and career aspirations
and goals. Include how this one-year apprenticeship will help continue a career in sacred
music.

A resume or curriculum vitae

Audio recordings of the Bach, romantic selection, and choral accompaniment

Two letters of recommendation with one from the individual’s degree professor
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The Great Cathedral Organ

Great:

16' Spitz Principal
8' First Diapason
8' Second Diapason
8' Third Diapason
8' Spitz Principal
8' Doppel Flute

8' Clarabella

8' Gamba

4' Octave

4' Principal

4' Hohlflute

2 2/3' Twelfth

2' Fifteenth

V Full Mixture
Tremulant

16' Contra Tromba
8' Tromba

4' Tromba Clarion
Chimes

16' Great Sub
Great Unison Off
4" Great Super

8' Tuba Mirabilis
(Dome)

8' Trompette (Solo)
8' Tuba (Choir)
Midi on Great

Solo:

8' Diapason

8' Cello

8' Cello Celeste (TC)
8' Gedeckt Pommer
4' Flute Ouverte

16' Corno di Bassetto
8' State Trumpet

8' Tuba Mirabilis

8' Tuba (Choir)

8' Trompette

8' English Horn

8' Orchestral Oboe

8' French Horn

4' Clarion Harmonique
Tremulant

Chimes

Harp

Midi on Solo

16' Solo Sub

Solo Unison Off

4' Solo Super

Swell:

16' Lieblich Gedeckt
8' Diapason

8' Geigen

8' Rohrflute

8' Salicional

8' Voix Celeste

8' Flute Dolce

8' Flute Celeste (TC)
4' Octave Geigen
4' Harmonic Flute
2 2/3"' Nazard

2' Wald Flute

IV Scharf

16' Posaune

8' Trumpet

8' Posaune

8' Oboe

8' Vox Humana
4' Clarion
Tremulant

16' Swell Sub
Swell Unison Off
4' Swell Super

8' Tuba (Choir)

8' Tuba Mirabilis
(Dome)

8' State Trumpet
(Gallery)

8' Trompette (Solo)
Midi on Swell
Melody Octave
Cymbelstern

Dome:

8' Principal

4' Octave

IV Full Mixture
IV Scharf

V Mounted Cornet (TC)
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Choir:

16' Dulciana

8' Diapason

8' Geigen Diapason
8' Gedeckt

8' Concert Flute

8' Flute Celeste (TC)
8' Gemshorn

8' Gemshorn Celeste
(TO)

8' Dulciana

8' Unda Maris (TC)
4' Principal

4' Fugara

4' Suabe Flute

2 2/3' Rohr Nazard
2' Fifteenth

2' Piccolo

1 3/5' Tierce

1 1/3' Larigot

1 1/7' Septieme
III-IV Fourniture
III Cymbale

8' Cor Anglais

8' Clarinet
Tremulant

Harp

16' Choir Sub
Choir Unison Off
4' Choir Super
Melody Octave

8' Tuba

4' Tuba Clarion
Midi on Choir

Chancel:

8' Nason Flute

8' Erzahler

8' Erzahler Celeste
4' Koppelflute



Gallery:

8' Principal

8' Gedeckt

8' Vox Angelica Il
4' Octave

4' Prestant

4' Flute Traverso
V Plein Jeu

IV Cymbale

16' Waldhorn

8' Chorus Trumpet
8' Horn

4' Clarion

Chimes

16' Gallery Sub

4' Gallery Super

Gallery Pedal:
16' Contrebasse
16' Gedeckt

8' Octavebasse
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8" Gedeckt
32' Fagotto
16' Waldhorn

Pedal:

32' Contrabass

32' Subbass

16' Open Wood

16' Open Metal

16' Spitz Principal
(Great)

16' Geigen

16' Violone

16' Dulciana (Choir)
16' Bourdon

16' Lieblich Gedeckt
(Swell)

10 2/3' Quint

8' Octave Wood

8' Principal

8' Spitz Principal (Great)

8' Geigen

8' Bourdon

8' Gedeckt

5 1/3' Octave Quint
4' Choral Bass

4' Blockflote

4' Clarabella

2' Doublette

V Mixture

32' Bombarde

32' Contra Posaune
16' Trombone

16' Posaune (Swell)
8' Tromba

8' Posaune (Swell)
4' Clarion

Midi on Pedal

Midi on Pedal Sub
Chimes (Great)



